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CANBERRA MUSICIANS’ TSUNAMI CONCERT

SATURDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2005 at 7.30pm

Canberra Musicians, in association with Canberra Girls’ Grammar School, united for charity on Saturday 26 February 2005 at 7.30pm, with over 200 performers taking the stage in the Canberra Musicians’ Tsunami Concert.

The concert, held in the Canberra Girls’ Grammar School Hall (Melbourne Avenue, Deakin), was a night of first class entertainment. Groups performing in association with The Resonants included Louise Page and Phillipa Candy, Guitar Trek, Robert Schmidli, Nicole Canham and Anthony Smith, Oriana Chorale, Rhythm Syndicate, U3A Warrani Chorale, A Choir at the ANU and the Combined Canberra Grammar Schools’ Chamber Orchestra.  Philip O’Brien from Artsound FMl compered the evening.

The Resonants, a local choral ensemble directed by Helen Swan, sent a call out to other Canberra performers in January to determine if there would be enough interest within the local music community to hold a fundraising concert.  The response was overwhelming. Within days, various ensembles and performers had committed their time to the charity performance.  President of The Resonants, Allison Tryon, approached Canberra Girls’ Grammar School (CGGS) to perform in the 1,000 seat Hall, and the idea was embraced by CGGS Principal, 
Miss Susan Just.  As such, CGGS very generously donated the venue and their assistance for the concert.

The concert was a great success with over $7,000 being raised for the Australian Red Cross Asian Quake and Tsunamis Appeal. Ian Rentsch, Executive Director, Australian Red Cross ACT, gratefully accepted the donation and spoke to the audience about how the money would be directed to their ongoing relief and rebuilding efforts in the affected countries.  Susan Just, Principal of Canberra Girl’s Grammar School was also present to enjoy the evening of fabulous music and entertainment.

100% of the takings from ticket sales were donated to the Australian Red Cross appeal.  All performing groups gave their time with dozens of volunteers working behind the scenes to help make the evening such a success.

Each of the performers delighted the audience with their selections.  Some of the highlights included Louise Page and Phillipa Candy’s dazzling performance of The Carnival of Venice (arr. Sir Julius Benedict), Guitar Trek’s Ritual Fire Dance by Manuel de Falla, Nicole Canham and Anthony Smith’s Tema con Variaziono by Jean Françaix, and The Resonants’ walk on performance of the Zulu song Siyahamba (arr. Doreen Rao).  The other performing groups also entertained the audience with their variety of music and passion for the event.

The last time Canberra Musicians came together to help raise money was in 2003 for the Canberra bushfires.  
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